
Christmas is here!! 
December 19, 2016 

 
  

Christmas services began for Winsford on Sunday 11th December, when the Somerset Young Farmers held 
their Carol Service in St Mary Magdalene, where the church was full to capacity. 

There was a very moving rendition of In the Bleak Midwinter, by several of the Young Farmers, which had 
a few of the congregation in tears! 

However after the service the fun and humour returned, no doubt      fuelled by the odd glass of mulled wine 
and the mince pies which were happily consumed! 

 
  

  

Then moving on to Wednesday, Winsford had it’s first Carol singing event on The Green. 

After much discussion on Christmas trees, its location, erection and decoration,  who provides the mince 
pies and mulled wine, the annual village carol singing moved successfully to its new venue. 

  

  



 
  

  

  

The village green looked charming, glowing with a team of tee-light candles on the border and the tree 
festively bedecked with baubles, parcels and twinkling lights. 

  

  

  

  

 
More than 80 villagers attended the hour long sing-song hosted by The (Brenda) Staples Singers , otherwise 
known as the Winsford Waites, who provided vocal guidance as well as some impressive descants. The 
weather was kind so no rain and the temperature was perfect for carrying the sounds far and wide in to the 
village for those that could not attend. 



 

 

 
The majority then moved on to The Royal Oak for mince pies, sausage rolls and mulled wine where we 
again sang for our supper, such to the amusement and enjoyment of their evenings guests! 



 
  

 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed and were involved in the organisation of this event, their ideas, 
time and skills were much needed and appreciated. 

Finally thanks to everyone who attended and came along in good voice, with good cheer and for all your 
generous contributions to The Childrens Hospice South West. 

We hope you enjoyed the evening and look forward to continuing this new tradition which proved to be a 
real success! 

  

Wishing You All 

 
  



Christmas Carols 
December 8, 2016 

 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR KEEPERS OF POULTRY AND CAPTIVE BIRDS 
December 8, 2016 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The Animal Plant and Health Agency have declared prevention zones covering the 
whole of England, Scotland and Wales in response to a recent high risk of Avian Influenza. 
All keepers of poultry and other captive birds are required to keep their birds indoors, or take appropriate 
steps to keep them separate from wild birds. This order will be in place for 30 days initially and kept under 
review. 
Further details can be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-measures-to-protect-poultry-
against-avian-flu 

UPDATE 

‘If you keep poultry – whether on a commercial scale or simply a small backyard flock – you are now 
required by law to keep them “housed” (under cover and kept separate from wild birds). This requirement 
(the Prevention Zone) will now be extended until 28 February 2017.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-influenza-bird-flu-in-winter-2016-to-2017 
  



Nick Ayliffe – 40 Years in Racing 
November 22, 2016 

 

Nick Ayliffe – 40 years in racing 

January 31st 2016 saw Nick Ayliffe hang up his saddles after 40 years as a National Hunt trainer based in 
our beautiful village of Winsford. 

Nick is a Cornishman, born in Bude in 1934 who, as a teenager got his first taste of racing in Point to Points 
following in the footsteps of his father who was a jockey but was sadly killed in battle in Algeria during the 
Second World War. 

However he had to leave any aspirations of riding in more Point to Points behind by leaving school at 15 to 
work in the stables of the celebrated Gerald Balding in Bishops Cannings,Wilts., Gerald was the father of 
the famous Ian Balding (Mill Reef) who trained in Kingsclere, and the grandfather of Andrew,who now runs 
the stable, and Clare Balding,one of our foremost female broadcasters. 

  

Nick was there for a year and during this year the famous 
three time Cheltenham Gold Cup winner Cottage Rake was temporarily stabled at Bishops Cannings before 
one of his successful victories in the premier NH race.Also stabled there was the favourite for the 1951 
Grand National, Arctic Gold, who went off 8-1 favourite but fell at the first fence! 

Nick went on to work with Gerald Winzer and the Devon & Somerset Staghounds in Exford before moving 
on to be Head Lad for the legendary Leslie Scott at Selworthy and after 2 years there joined the Army with 
the Household Cavalry. During his time Nick met his wife Eileen and married in 1957. While there he 
looked after a famous eventer, Starlight,who won Badminton and represented GB in the 1952 Olympic 
Games. 

On leaving the Army Nick re-joined Permit Holder Leslie Scott staying with him for 8 years before again re-
joining the Devon & Somerset Staghounds as Head Stud Groom again for another 8 year stint. 

Nick set up on his own as permit Holder in 1974 for 2 years before taking out a full licence in 1976 and 
saddled his first winner Joint Account at Devon & Exeter who was bought for a mere £600 and then went on 
to run a creditable 4th in the NH Chase at the Cheltenham Festival. 

  



                                                  Without Pretence at Devon & 
Exeter 

  

Nick hit the headlines with one of his first horses Waltzer who won races at Taunton and Newton Abbot 
both times ridden by Nick’s son Martin.Button Boy, Tudor Waltz and Routing were also winners in the 
early days for Nick and Button Boy provided Brendan Powell Snr. with his first winner. 

Nick had 6 winners in 1992 which is good going for a stable of 8 boxes not all of which were always filled. 

Famous gambles were pulled off by Midsummer Walk backed in at Hereford from 66-1 to 25- and most 
recently Nick’s last ever winner Dalrymple at Huntingdon priced at 33-1 on 23rd   November 2013. 

  

 
Sara-Lane at Ludlow ridden by Martin Ayliffe 

Nick has never had the luxury of expensive horses or many owners but he has managed to train over 50 
winners in his career on a shoestring budget, mainly doing all the work around the yard himself with the 
help of a number of local stable lads and lasses.In the early days it was a real family affair with son Martin 
riding the majority of the horses. Martin is now Senior Lad at David Pipe’s yard in Wellington. 

For his forty years in racing Newton Abbot dedicated a race to him in October where he was interviewed 
live on At the Races, a worthy tribute to our Winsford legend! 
  



River Exe – Red Alert Flood Warning 
November 21, 2016 

The Environment Agency has issued a Red Alert Flood Warning for 

River Exe (Upper) from Exford to Exebridge, including Winsford and Bridgetown 

  

Warning no longer in force 
Warnings have been removed in the last 24 hours. 

River Exe (Upper) from Exford to Exebridge, including Winsford and Bridgetown 
Last updated 07:23 on 22 Nov 2016 

River levels on Tuesday morning are falling, now that the heavy rain has moved away. Occasional showers 
may move through the area today, which could affect smaller watercourses. Levels in the larger rivers will 
gradually fall and the outlook is improving. There may still be water on low-lying floodplain. Flood Alerts 
will remain in force until the risk has passed. Environment Agency staff have been working through the 
night again and will continue to watch river levels and where necessary maintain defences. 

  

Latest Information 
River levels will remain high and sensitive to any further rainfall overnight and into Tuesday. The persistent 
rainfall experienced throughout today has cleared the area but further isolated heavy showers are possible 
overnight and throughout Tuesday. The Environment Agency will continue to monitor the situation and 
issue further updates as necessary. 
20:50 on 21 Nov 2016 

  

Latest Information: 
River levels have reached their highest levels and are slowly falling. River levels will remain high and 
sensitive to any further rainfall. The persistent rainfall experienced throughout Monday has cleared the area 
but further isolated heavy showers are possible overnight and throughout Tuesday. The Environment 
Agency will continue to monitor the situation and issue further updates as necessary. 
19:40 on 21 Nov 2016 

  

Last updated 14:43 on 21 Nov 2016 

Further rainfall is forecast for today (Monday) and rivers are expected to respond to this rainfall. Many areas 
will see 35mm of rain in 12 hours, with some localised areas experiencing up to 70mm in total. Flooding is 
possible for riverside properties at: Exford, Winsford, Bridgetown and Chilly Bridge. The A322 will also be 
affected Additionally, strong south-easterly winds may gust to 30 to 40mph at times, which may increase 
leaf fall and the potential for blocked drains. The Environment Agency will continue to monitor the situation 
and issue further updates as necessary. 

  

Go to : 

https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/target-area/113FWF2G3A 

for immediate information 

  

  

  

  
  



IMPORTANT NEWS Broadband – Connecting Devon & Somerset Voucher Scheme Update 
November 17, 2016 

IMPORTANT NEWS 

CONNECTING DEVON & SOMERSET 

BROADBAND 

Voucher Scheme Update 

The Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS) Programme has been running a voucher scheme as part of its 
commitment to ensuring all premises have access to at least 2 Mbps. The scheme was launched in March 
2016 and it offers anyone with a broadband speed of less than 2Mbps a voucher worth up to £500 towards 
the cost of a new broadband connection. 

The scheme will close to applications on the 30th of November 2016, though voucher holders can still use 
their vouchers up until March 2017. Anybody who applies before this date will have the voucher processed 
and will be part of the system. We are receiving a large volume of applications at present and we expect this 
to only increase towards the end of the month; it may take us a few weeks to process all the vouchers after 
the 30th deadline. 

Working with 18 registered suppliers voucher holders can choose between a range of solutions such as fixed 
wireless, mobile 4G and satellite as well as some fibre operators. These solutions will offer at least 10Mbps 
though some can deliver superfast speeds of 30 – 80Mbps. 

How the scheme works 

Residents and businesses who have slower speeds can apply through the Connecting Devon and Somerset 
website. Those with speeds that are confirmed as below the 2Mbps threshold and have no access to faster 
networks will be issued with a voucher. In some cases where there is a programme underway to connect an 
area the applicant will be informed that they may be able to access improved broadband through another 
scheme. If residents do not have sufficient internet access to apply online, paper copies of the application 
form can be sent. Alternatively arrangements can be made to take applications over the phone. 

Once issued with a voucher code, residents and businesses are able to choose from the range of 18 suppliers 
registered on the scheme; in some areas, where suppliers can identify sufficient demand a whole community 
solution can be delivered. CDS are not able to arbitrate or be involved in any of the decisions taken by the 
voucher holders in their choice of supplier or engagement in a community scheme. CDS will honour the 
invoiced value of an individual installation up to the value of £500 and this is supplied by the providers on a 
monthly basis. 

All applications must be completed by 30th November 2016. This will allow installations to be carried out 
and invoices returned and approved before the end of the financial year in March 2017. 

How to access the scheme 

Further details can be found on the CDS website at: www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/cds-
broadband-voucher-scheme 

Residents may also email broadbandvoucher-mailbox@devon.gov.uk for information. 
  



An Autumn Day in Winsford 
November 3, 2016 

  

  

 
  

  

The highlight of the Exmoor year for many is Autumn, with misty mornings, hazy sun rises and when 
summer colours turn from green to gold. 

  

  

  

Winsford is no exception. Everywhere within the village and on the surrounding hills, the colours of the 
trees changing leaves are vibrant with bright reds, oranges and yellows. 

 
  

  

A perfect environment to tend to your garden and in Winsford’s case the village green and surrounds. 
Creosoting the bus shelter, cutting back the overgrown trees at the entrance to Howe Town Lane, weeding 
the walls next to the War Memorial and clearing the banks of the Winn was the order of the morning of 2nd 
November, supported by a happy band of volunteers. 

  



 
  

Taking responsibility and a pride in Winsford are key characteristics of the residents of our village and great 
progress was made during the morning in heavenly weather conditions. 

  

 

 
  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Thanks should go to those that responded to the call for support, namely David & Tamsin Godsal, Colin 
Wilkins, Gerry & Beverley Flanagan, Dave and Mel Mileham ,Debbie Debney, Wavel Urry, Marilyn Martin 
and the trusty Robin Lockwood. 

  

 
There is still some work to do, so please come and give your support and join in the fun. Watch out for the 
next date to be announced shortly. 

  

 
  
  



Winsford Village Green Clean Up 
October 19, 2016 

 
 
  



A Day at the Races 
September 19, 2016 

Friday 16th September heralded the first meeting of The Winsford Racing Club, organised by The Winsford 
Recreation Association, with a trip to Newton Abbot for an afternoon of jump racing. 

A group of 16 excited punters met in the centre of Winsford just before midday to be transported by Upton 
Coaches the 1 1/4 hr journey in to Devon.On the way there was a Star Punter competition to fill in where 
everyone had to select the winner of each race and were awarded points for 1st/2nd or 3rd as well as bonuses 
for winners at bigger prices. 

  

 
  

Disembarking at 1.15 pm groups headed off to the bar,restaurant or paddock as required, and began the 
process of selecting their chosen horses for the first race which was won by Beau Phil at 4/5F so not much 
of a return but…..a winners a winner! Subsequent winners were Master Dancer at 3/1,Frodon trained by 
Paul Nicholls (one to follow) at 4/9, Winter Walk at 8/1, Belmount 3/1 and Dun Scaith at 7/1. 

  

 
  

  

  

  

Networking throughout the afternoon proved that winners were hard to come by but the racing was 
competitive and the weather was fine, sunny and a little windy. 

  



 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

We agreed to return to the coach after the 6th race and need to await for one couple who had a good reason 
to be late….they won a wad on the 6th! 

Joint winners of the Star Punter competition with 11 points each were Chris Barber and Dave Wilko. 

  

Arrival back in Winsford was perfect timing for the traditional 18.30 meet-up at the pub for a few pints 
which we bought with our losings! 

A most enjoyable day and there is a plan in place to follow up with a visit to Taunton races in November. 
Watch the website! 
  



Winsford Walk 
September 12, 2016 

The Winsford Walk, held in conjunction with the ENP Heritage and Conservation Officers Catherine Dove 
and Shirley Blaylock, took place on the 10th August. 
The walk, which was a  2 hour stroll around Winsford looking at places of interest including, Karslake, 
Church, Royal Oak, Poor Houses, bridges and trackways. The walk was led by Catherine and she is 
responsible for updating the Heritage website for the Exmoor National Park. 
The picture is of the group studying the gravestone of John Webber who was a soldier in the Peninsular War 
fighting with the Duke of Wellington against Napoleon. The battles that he took part in are listed on his 
headstone. 

  

 
  

The walk was prompted by the ENP who were looking into the Heritage of Winsford and it tied in very well 
work that is being done to update the Winsford Archives. There is pictorial reference to many of the places 
that were visited on the walk, all of which look very different today! 

  











 Winsford Fete 2106 

August 18, 2016 

What better way to spend a sunny afternoon, than with friends enjoying tea, cakes and some fun and games! 

  

 
A big draw for the day was of course the Family fun Dog which had great support for all its twelve groups 
and the Dog Agility once again proved to be great fun. 

 



 

 

 



 

 
The Produce Tent was full with beautiful home grown vegetables and flowers and who could miss the 
mouthwatering array of cakes. Well done to everyone who entered! 

 



 

 

 



The sheep racing was once again a popular favourite with the betting hotting up as the afternoon progressed 

 
There were many side shows with the ‘Smash The Plates’ and Coconut Shy being very popular along with 
The Tombola and Grand Prize Draw. The Second Hand Clothes, Bric-a-Brac and Plant stalls were also very 
well supported. 

 

 

 



 

 
…..and of course whilst all this was going on the children amongst us were enjoying dancing around the 
Maypole, Fancy Dress and Races 

 

 



 
So a great day was had by all, raising over £4,000. So a big thank you to everyone who helped and 
participated, making the day once again a huge success. 
  



Winsford Fete & Dog Show 
August 8, 2016 

  

 
  



 



 
  

Things we need for the fete are prizes for the raffle and tombola, old chipped china for the china throwing 
stall, clothes, shoes, hats and jewellery for the clothes tent, teddy bears, soft toys, household items for the 

“white elephant”, toys and puzzles, produce and preserves, books, cakes. Also old quilts to be made into dog 
beds. Please bring any of these to Sue Hayes at The Close, Winsford or call me on 01643 851372 to pick 

them up. 
WANTED 

Winsford Church invites you to enter your hometown produce, home cooking crafts, photographs etc into 
the 

WINSFORD FETE SHOW TENT 
Produce and home cooking to be auctioned in aid of the church. 

Entry form with all details available from The Oak Shop, Winsford. 
(Winsford residents will receive an entry form with Across Exmoor) 

  



The Village Green 
July 22, 2016 

You may have noticed activity on the Village Green over the last few weeks as work continued in 
renovating the bank area opposite the Royal Oak. 

  

 
  

  

  

  

Many tonnes of top soil arrived, all of which had to be wheel barrowed from the car park by the War 
Memorial to the far end of the green and then be offloaded and spread. 

  

  

  

  

  

Many hands make light work, but it was still hot and heavy work! 

  

 
  

  

  



A few days later more top soil and turves arrived all of which had to be moved once again by individual 
barrow, the top soil spread and the turves laid. 

 

 

 



 
All in all it made for very thirsty work!! 

 
After all this work and with the additional planting, seeds being sown and with the old Rhododendrons 
showing some healthy new shoots,  the green is looking in good shape. 

The only challenge now is to keep the new grass watered well!! Feel free when you’re passing to use the 
buckets available for a little watering, all help is gratefully received. 

 
So many thanks to everyone who has contributed with their ideas, plants and manpower to make the Village 
Green an area we can all be proud of. 



 
  



Winn Club outing to SS Great Britain 
July 5, 2016 

Winn Club Outing to SS Great Britain 

On a beautiful sunny day the Winn Club set out on their latest outing to visit SS Great Britain at The Great 
Western Dockyard Bristol. 

This trip was well supported, with 29 people going, not necessarily realising their full involvement in the 
day ahead!! 

  

 
  

  

  

It was a fascinating trip. Some were more interested in the huge wheels driving the propellers, some admired 
the smart promenade deck with the First Class cabins. Then there were the cows and hens, and; all the food 
piled up, as well as a doctor and dentist and all other necessities. The ship had been beautifully restored in 
the attractive surroundings of the Dockyard and we marvelled at the strength and skill of those who built 
her. Each chain piled on the dockside looked too heavy to lift! 

  



 
  

Mike Hillier shinned up the rigging 30 metres aloft like a regular deckhand and even out on the yardarm. 

  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



John Titcombe donned the outfit of a ship’s master, immersing himself in the history of the Ship. 

  

  

 
  

We all enjoyed the day and for those who have not been, don’t miss it, it’s a great day out. 
The Queens 90th Birthday Celebrations 
June 14, 2016 

 
How fitting that the Queen’s 90th birthday should be celebrated on a pretty village green by a brook with 
afternoon tea and cakes! 



Winsford’s traditional response to such an event was exhibited brilliantly on Saturday 11th June with most 
of the village set with bunting, three marquees filled with tables and chairs, ready to support the weight of a 
mountain of sandwiches, cakes and tea-cups, with perhaps the odd glass of champagne thrown in …..as you 
do! 

  

 
  

It was the least we could do to recognise the reign of our most beloved Monarch and she would have been 
pleased. She may even have smiled particularly when she saw the cake display which was a real picture. 

  

Interspersed in the tea party were five duck races and then the 
traditional maypole dance where both male and female contestants amused the crowd trying to follow the 
simple instructions of “over and under” etc…! More practice required!!! 

  



 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Naturally the weather was wet and even the odd heavy shower did not dampen the spirits; in a funny sort of 
way it added to the spirit of the event. Brits don’t worry about a little weather. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
  

 
A big thank you to Carol, Rosie, Mel and Karen who did a fabulous job in organising the event. For Robin 
on the day for his superb compering, for Dave, Sue and Mike for going beyond the call of duty wading into 
the Wynn Brook to ensure the Duck Races went to plan. For everyone who helped set up and dismantle ( a 
very important job), for those who gave their time preparing the village for this memorable event – a special 
mention to Peter for giving the phone box a make over and of course, last but by no means least, the 90 
villagers who went home, or back to the pub, very happy indeed. 

 
  



There are many more memories of the event just click on photos on the Home page to view. A special 
thanks to Julia, Rosie and Mel for their photos and if anyone has any more of this event or in fact anything 
you’d like to share relating to Winsford please do forward to the website. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 
  



WINSFORD VILLAGE VINTAGE TEA PARTY 
June 10, 2016 

 
  



Winsford Village Green – Help Needed 
May 20, 2016 

 
Winsford Village Green – Help Needed 

You may have noticed that work has continued with the tidying of the village green, under the watchful eye 
of our newest residents, who continue to arrive! Who knows where they came from or how long they intend 
to stay, but we’re sure they will be made very welcome! 

  

 
  



 
  

The next stage of work is to complete the weeding around the Wynn bank and to make the ground ready for 
replanting. We have so far tried to clear the area bit by bit, so that we can plant the new plants that have very 
kindly been donated. 

So if you could spare a little time and would like to help with the weeding and planting  please come along 
on Wednesday 1st June at 10am. Your help will be very much appreciated. 
Please bring your own tools – we will supply the dumpy bags for the weeds. 
If you have any more plants that you would like to donate, please bring them with you. 

So let’s get the Village Green looking it’s best for the Vintage Tea Party on Saturday 11th June, to celebrate 
the Queen’s 90th Birthday. 

We look forward to seeing you! 
  



The Queens 90th Birthday Beacon 
April 23, 2016 

The Queens 90th Birthday Beacon 

It may not have been quite the sunny evening anticipated, but that didn’t stop the many people who arrived, 
on a very windy and somewhat damp Winsford Hill, coming to watch Ann LeBas, Winsford’s longest 

serving female resident, lighting the 20 foot high bonfire.  

The idea to have this beacon, which was one of 200 lit across the country, was the brainchild of Christopher 
Thomas-Everard – past High Sheriff of Somerset and Johnny Bray, a long standing friend of Christopher 
and resident of Winsford. 

  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

Work started earlier in the week with the preparation of the site, collecting the materials and finally building 
the bonfire, all under the watchful eye of the BBC’s One Show Production team who were there to film the 
whole event. 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The eagerly anticipated ceremony arrived and by 7pm the car park was full, the stalwarts had enjoyed their 
picnic in the rain and, with drink in hand, were ready to join in the celebrations. 

  

The One Show televised The Queen lighting the first beacon at 7.12pm at Windsor Castle which was then 
followed at 7.20pm by the lighting of our very own Winsford beacon. The cameras started rolling and Anne 
stepped forward with the torch and set the beacon alight. The wind was strong and fortunately in the right 
westerly direction and within moments it was a fiery furnace. 

  

 



 
The crowd, warmed by the fire, cheered and then sang Happy Birthday. 

So another very happy and successful event clearly enjoyed by all of those who attended and once again 
putting Winsford, Exmoor on the map!! 

 
  

 
  



 
Many thanks to Christopher Thomas-Everard and Johnny Bray for having this great idea and for giving their 
time and efforts to make it such memorable occasion. 

  

 

 
  

  

Lastly, and most importantly, we would like to wish Her Majesty a very Happy 90th Birthday. May 
she have many more as our longest serving Monarch. 

  



Winsford Hill Beacon to celebrate Her Majesty the Queens 90th Birthday 
April 16, 2016 

Join Us for 

The Lighting of the Official 

Queens 90th Birthday Beacon 

Thursday 21st April  

7pm Onwards 

Winsford Hill 

Beacon to be lit at 7.20pm 

by Miss Ann Le Bas 

The BBC One Show Live Broadcast 

Everyone Welcome 

Bring boots, warm clothes and perhaps a warming drink! 

Car Parking Available 

Event Organisers Mr Christopher Thomas Everard and Mr John Bray 
  



Winsford Litter Pick Up 2016 
April 4, 2016 

WINSFORD LITTER PICK UP – “Clean for the Queen” on Sunday 3rd April 2016 – WHAT A 
SUCCESS!!! 

  

 
  

A big thank you to everyone, nearly 30 villagers this year, who gave up their Sunday morning and some 
their Saturday morning, to help clear our village and surrounding roads of litter. 

Attendance was well up on last year, but that might have had something to do with the much better weather 
– no torrential rain or gale force winds! 

  
 

    
  

The collection ended up with over a dozen bags with some interesting finds. Many car parts, one can only 
hope it wasn’t from the same vehicle, the normal array of drink cans (who drinks so much Red Bull?!), 
bottles and sweet and plastic tobacco wrappers. A credit card, too damaged to see who the owner was and a 
Satnav!  Presumably the owner got tired of being directed down single track roads with the constant cry of 
“do a u-turn” and therefore dispatched it to a place where it could do no more harm! 



 

 
The best finds on the day were DG who found an empty “Mendurance” sachet, Peter & Sheila a vintage 
medicine bottle- poisonous contents? and Suzy and Sara a knitted baby’s booty with sock!  There’s a baby 
out there with one very cold foot! We couldn’t pick a winner so we had a draw and the winner was David 
Godsal….the only question was….who used the Mendurance tablets and why throw it in to a hedgerow?! 

  

   

  

  

Special thanks to Colin Wilkins and Chris Barber for their sterling work in cleaning the signpost – a great 
job. At least visitors now have a chance to see where they’re going! No need now for Satnavs…. 



  

  

Thanks also to Sally and Mark  at The Royal Oak for providing the well deserved and needed coffees! 

Finally a big thank you to Katherine and Keith Lindop for their many years organising the event; the baton 
has now been passed on, so let’s make sure in Katherine’s memory that we all look after our village on an 
ongoing basis and not just wait for an annual event. 

Remember….it’s just as easy to put the litter in a rubbish bin or take it home. If you see litter being dropped, 
remind the person of their responsibilities, or just pick it up, don’t leave it there to spoil the beauty of this 
special village and if you don’t, you’ll have Her Majesty to deal with! 
  



WINSFORD’S ANNUAL LITTER PICK UP 
March 18, 2016 

WINSFORD’S ANNUAL LITTER PICK UP 

SUNDAY 3RD APRIL 
10.30AM 

WINSFORD VILLAGE CAR PARK 

PLEASE COME ALONG AND HELP TO KEEP OUR VILLAGE BEAUTIFUL 

LITTER PICKERS AND BAGS WILL BE PROVIDED 

PLEASE BRING HEAVY DUTY GLOVES AND 
WEAR PRACTICAL CLOTHING 

HIGH VIZ JACKETS IF YOU HAVE ONE 

Coffee will be served at the Royal Oak after the event courtesy of Sally & Mark Bradley 

Please contact Beverley Flanagan on 01643 851762 for information or to register your help 

WINSFORD SUPPORTS 

CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN 
  



Winsford Village Assembly 
March 17, 2016 

Winsford Annual Assembly 
Winsford Village Hall 

Wednesday 23rd March 
7.00 for 7.30pm 

Tea and coffee will be provided. 
All are very welcome, and encouraged 

to come and hear about what your 
Parish Councillors have achieved, on your 
behalf, during the past year, and the plans 

for the year ahead. 
Geoff Mackett from CRISP 

(the Community Resilience Somerset Project) 
will speak on what assistance we can get with 

“Community and Emergency Planning” 
Other subjects will include: 

“Clean for the Queen” 
Update on the Winsford Archive 
Where we stand on Broadband 
The Chairman’s Annual Report 

  



Winsford- One of the prettiest villages on Exmoor? 
February 15, 2016 

Winsford has often been described as one of the prettiest villages on Exmoor but at this time of year with the 
persistent rain and bad weather it would be hard to realise that title. 

So in an effort to begin the process of tidying and to be involved with the Clean for the Queen project, to 
celebrate the Queens 90th birthday, the village green has had a bit of a spruce up! 

  

 
The intention was to just clear back the brambles and trim the Rhododendrons but when work began it became 
clear that more drastic action was required. Underneath the overgrown Rhododendrons we discovered an old 
fence, a Memorial iron garden seat plus a range of original trees and shrubs, hence the need to cut back 
further. 

There is still more clearing work to do, but the Rhododendrons will soon return to their flowering beauty and 
ongoing will be managed annually. The fence will be replaced and new native British plants will be planted to 
help support the flora and fauna. Treatment for the mole hills will occur and maybe the skittle alley could be 
updated. 

The aim being to have a village green that is a more beautiful place to visit, to be used at leisure by locals and 
visitors alike, which will be an area we can all be proud of and a focal point for Winsford. 

Living up to the title of Prettiest Village doesn’t end with work on the village green and the Parish Council invite 
you all to attend the Village Annual Assembly to be held on Wednesday 23rd March, where you can put forward 
any thoughts and ideas you may have for projects for the future. 

  

  
  



Sprinter has arrived! 
January 24, 2016 

Yes,we knew it might happen,the unpredictable weather pattern has now created a new season veering from 
exceptionally mild and damp to bitterly cold and wet! 

The signs of `nature are now appearing with not only snowdrops in full bloom but also the yellow heads of 
daffodils beginning to appear along the hedgerows and in our gardens….and we’re only in January. 

Saturday March 19th is the official start of Spring and for Winter it’s the 22nd December ,the winter solstice, 
when the sun reaches its lowest point in the sky at noon, marked by the shortest day. However, we are now 
forced to invent a new season called Sprinter! 

No need for heavy coats, scarves or gloves somedays and our heating bills have benefited by this change in 
weather and the lower commodity cost. No wonder Saudi Arabia is raising its taxes as its budget deficit is within 
touching distance of $100 billion! 

Some mornings though it’s so icy that it’s dangerous to drive up Furze Hill Lane. On ringing the Council, the 
response was… 

“We can’t clear the roads because we’ve run out of grit.” 

So I said…”Hmm, I can’t send you a cheque for my Council Tax because I’ve run out of stamps!” 

The best antidote to the current weather is to retain a sense of humour! 

See you in February! 
  


